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DOCTRINE, 





FROM THE GOSPEL 


wee 
AN INQUIRY 

St. PETER’S DECLARATION OF CHRIST’S 

HING TO THE SPIRITS IN PRISON, 


VISITANT. 


LUNCERNING 
PREAC 


CONCLUDED. 


* r ’ ’ hg 
{ Peter iit. 18, 19, 20.—“ For Christ also hath 
once suffercd for sins, the just for the unjust, that 
mi bring us to God; being P ut to death in 
* ’ , 7 4 / 
fiesh, but quickened by the spirit ; by which also 
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By ihis passage in Peter, tt appears to have 


been necessary for C hrist to be put to death in 
h, and to be quickened by the spirit in 
at he d preach to the spirits 


and in order tor him to bring those 
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might go an 


( 
} 
; 


io God who knew him not. So also, by the words 
ef st. Paul, we see that 1f was by the cross, that 
tue middie wall of partition between the Jews 
ind the Gentiles was removed, the enmity slain. 


epared for the Geniiles te were 


God in the wor ua, to be brought to God, 

i to be reconciled in ¢ © body with the Jews. 

If we examine what St. Peter says in refer- 

: to t] sul jee 12 the next chapter, o ur ap- 

‘ eo C4} t Nhe torther strenethen- 

d. ‘Pins chapter segins on the main snbject 

of his exhortation, * rorasmuch then as Christ 
hath sutered for usin the tlesh, arm youselves 
likewise with the same mind.” Verses 3.6; 

For the im past of ou r life m: iy suiuice us to 

have wrought the will « ‘the Gentiles, when we 


valked in lasciviousness, lust 


revellings, banquelngs. Yager abominable idola- 


“~ 


ts, excess of wine, 


tries; wherein they think it strange that ye run 
not with them to the same excess of rio t, speak- 

ing evil of you; whe’ shall give an account to 
him who is ready to judge the quick and the 
dead. For, for this cause was the gospel prea-| 


ched also to them that are dead, that they might 


be judged according to men in the flesh, but live | 


tLiere it is evi- 
ne of the abe Ne | 


according to God in the spirit.” 
de at tha ai the apostle was speak: 
réentiles, who remained dead in 
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ana bee lola 

sin. notwithstanding the ox ane! nad been prea- 
chedto them. And it is furthermore apparent, 
according to his words, that the PRE Was | 
preached io them, that they might be on a foot} 
ing with the Jews, to whom the gospel wa 
preached while they were in the flesh, or im the 
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law coven and be idee to men 


in the law, 
ritual reler 
‘That ihe 


1 according 
cording to God in the spr- 
ligion of the gospel. 

while they remained attached 
to the law of works, were, on that account, said | 
to be in the tlesh we learn from Si. Paul. See 
Rom. vit. 5,6. * For when we were in the flesh. 
the motions of sin which were by the law, did 
work in our members to bring forth fruit anto| 


ant, 
hut live ac 
ré 
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déath. Butnow we are delivered trom the law, | 
that being dead wherein we were held; that we 


shouid serve in newness of the spirit, aud not in | 


iment? 














‘the oldness of the letter The spirit of which 
the apostle here speaks, is the spirit in which 
‘the believing Gentiles lived, as expressed by St. 
‘Peter. And this is that spirit in which the Jews 


and the Gentiles are made anew in Christ. Again, 
see Gal. iii. 2, 8. * This only would I learn of 


you, received ye the spirit by the works of the 
luw, or by the he: wing of farth? Are ye 
ish, having begun in the spirit, are ye now made 
perfect by the flesh?” Here law and flesh 
meun the same. 

If either of the opinions here disproved, be 
allowed. 


.“ feo}- 





Noah? Were not the wicked who lived in af- 


ter times 
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| 
| was given; i! the spirits of those of the old world 
went into a state of imprisonment after death, 
is it not reasonable to suppose that the thou- 
sands of Israel who were destroyed for their 
sins, in the days of Moses, went also to this state 
of confinement? Yea, allthe wicked from Adam 
to Christ? If this be allowed, then why does 
St. Peter particularize those who were * diso 
bedient wh re the ark was preparing?’ Will 
it be contended, that when the Saviour descend- 
ed into hell to preach the gospel to the spirits 
in prison, be preached to none but those who 
were disobedient in the days of Noah. 

Again, i may be proper to ask, what this allu- 
this preach- 
with 
argument? 
n order to shi ww that believers onght to imitate 

irist by sulering for righteousness’ sake, sure- 
y there was eferring to the 

Condition of spirits in another state of existence. 
| Nothing that could have been thought of would 
‘have been further from his subject. But if by 
i spirits in prison, xy those who were dead, 
the apostle meant the unbelieving Gentiles, who 
‘in character resembled the people of the old 





‘sion to those who were literally dead, 

pirits anothe rid ha 
st of the apostles mme diate 

f 


‘ 


ine to moa i to ck 


he Su Byers 


no necessit v of 1 


| 

it 
[ 
Cl 
{hy 


and 


darkness, then it will that the writer 


kept to his subject. 
such characters to bring the 
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mn fo God, then those 


light, 


ys prison house, from darkness to 
spirit of Christ. surely ought to arm themselves 
and soller in the same 
brought out of this 


with the same mind, 
by which others might be 
leath and moral darkne 
Allowing the use ot the passage in Pete; 
ally correct, tt 
aliuded toa su! 
been deliv- 
had spoken with 


5 as 
has been argued, to be is! 
seen at once, that the 
ject on which many 
ered, on which Christ himself 
much plaioness, and on _ St. Paul jaboured 
with great strength of argument. 


venue 


apostle es 
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{ roph stes had 
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The prophet is: ‘iah no doubt had our subject | ments freque ntly produce conte mptible 


delivered the following 
.&. * i the Lord have 
and wili hold thine 


in his mind when he 
testimony. Chap. xl. 6, 

cailed thee in righteousness, 
hand, and will keep thee, and cive thee for a 
covenant of the people fora light of the Gen- 
tiles; to open the biind eyes, to bring out the 
‘prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in 





as much the subject of divine govern-| 
Instance the Israclites, to whom the law | 


how shall we account fer this particu-| s 
larizing the peopie who lived in the days of) 


—————— 


darkness out of the prison house. Iam the Lord; 
that is my name; and my glory will I not give 
to another ; neither my praise to graven imag- 
es.’ Tlere the Gentiles who were worshippers 
of images, are represented as blind and in pris- 
on, of which infirmity they were to be healed, 
-and from which condition they are promised de- 
liverance ny the hand of Gow s elect. Again, 
chap. Ixi. 1. “ He bath sent me to bind up the 
broken- besited, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives, and opening the prison to them that 
are bound.’ “—chap. xlix. 9. Thai thou mayest 
ay to the prisoners, go forth; to them that are 
in darkness, shew yourselves.” Zech. 10, 
11, 12. * And I will cut of the chariot from E- 
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phraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow shail be cut off; and he shall speak 
peace mnto the heathen; and his dominion shall 
be from sea even to sea, and from the river 
even to the ends of the earth. As for thee also, 
by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth 
thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. 
Turn you to the strong hold ye prisoners of 
hope.” These quotations from the prophets 
are designed to show that St. Peter’s language 
was similar to the language of the prophets on 
the same subject. | forbear enlarging this com- 
munication, with what our Saviour has said on 
the subject, or with what St. Paul has written 
on it. 
It is believed that most of the erroneous ap- 
plications of particular passages of scripture, 
are made in comequence of an unw srrantable 
departure from the main thread of discourse in- 
io which they were introduced; and that the 
best way to rectify such mist kes is to draw a 
strait line from the beginning of the subject to 
the end of it, and tken to be careful that every 
intervening passage be placed contiguous to 
this line. 
Though but little has been said on the sub- 
ject of this inquiry, compared with the extent 





eanuse,. 


and importance of it, it is thought that its gene- 
ral features are made sufficiently apparent for 


r' the mind of candor to judge of them. 
For if Christ sutlered for, 


If the reasoning bestowed on this subject 


‘should be found wanting. when carefully weigh- 
who by such means had been brought out of this. 
and | 
trom death to newness of life, hy the quickening! 


ed in the balance of divine truth, a hope is en- 
tertained that no prepossessions will prevent a 
compliance wiih what shall appear to be more 
scriptural. On the other hand, tt 1s hoped, that 
notions long imbibed, which have no real foun- 


dation in truch, may net prevent the mind from 
a consent to what is beth reasonable and well 
supported by scripture. 
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DISAPPOINTMENT S. 


advantage is sometimes derived from 
Great achieve- 





More 
disappointment than success. 
vain 

but disap- 
the man 


glory, and dangerous presumption ; 


poiutments from ill conduct make a 


censor of himself, and restore the wizdom which 


success had taken away. You are not to seek 


praise from men; but offer it with humility te 


the Supreme Being. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


+e 


HOPE. 

When philosophers find any sentiment general through 
al] the nations of the earth, and clearly perceptible in 
every inhabitant of the globe; they are induced to be- 
lieve by the most incontestible evidence, that this opin- 
ion is incorporated in the law of their nature, and that 
the universality of its influence precludes the supposi- 
tion of its being indaced by the adventitious circum- 
stances of fashion or prejudice. There is not a plainer 
truth in the whole circle of knowledge than this, that 
every individual inhabitant of this planet is cheered by 
HOPE ; Consequently this sentiment is the result of their 
former’s will, and is given for some purpose. It is ob- 
vious from the most superficial remark, that mankind 


ever hope for misery ; and it Is equally obvious, that 


this tendency of hope is as unexceptionable as its ex- 
istence. Ifai) mankind are actuated by the law of their 
nature to anticipate happiness, and are incapacitated 
by the constitution of their being from wishing evil to 
themselves, the only question to be setiled is, has God 
made onrrace to be mocked and tantalized by their 
own hopes and heart-delighting expectations? We 
must admit one of two things; either that God intend- 
ed to torment us with the disappointment of our hopes, 
which we could not but indulge from the law of our be- 
ing, or that all our anticipations of happiness will be 
iully realized. If he designed to blast our expectations, 
and we are clearly assured of this fact, we can revere 
kim no more; hence an acquaintance with the truth 
militates against the adoration of God, and unpeoples 
the earth of worshippers. But should we grant his in- 
tention to bless all with the gratification of their hopes 


of happiness, and should we receive the asseveration of | 


God in corroboration of this idea; the sincerest homage, 
the most devout and heart-felt gratitude would inspire 
the hearts of all with joy and unreserved obedience.— 
As we do not wish any position admitted without proof, 
we will now adduce our evidence in confirmation of the 
first point, that God will realize to all their hopes of 
happiness. David, speaking of the Lord, says, Thou 
openest thy hand, and satisfiest the desire of every liv- 
ing thing. We will now produce the oath of God to 
strengthen that which is already strong. I have sworn 
by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in right- 
cousness, and shall not return, that unto me every knee 
shall bow ; every tongue shall swear; surely shall say, 
in the Lord have I rightcousness and sirength. Thus 
we discover the harmonious argument of philosophy and 
scripture in vindicating the character of God, and in 
showing the sincerity of his purpose, in giving man an 
unextinguishable hope of happiness. As hope is the 
ouly star that irradiates the sky of this life, that man 
ynust possess a most misanthropical disposition, who at- 
tempts to obscure its twinkling ray, and envelope man- 
kind in ten-fold midnight. Hope is the only spring of 
action, the only energizing principle of our being ; hence 
every effort should be made to increase its rational light, 
«nd to extend its trembling beam beyond the dark flood 
+f death, and to feed its dame with oil from heaven. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


WRONG HABITS. 

fy is a wrong habit to be always finding fault with our 
neighbours ; it is a wrong habit to be always finding 
fault with our children; it is a wrong habit to be al- 
ways Gncing fault with our circumstances and condi- 
tions; it is a wrong habit to be always finding fault with 
the present hard times ; it is a wrong habit for preach- 
ers to be always finding fault with their hearers, who 
feed them and clothe them so bountifully, and treat 


B, 


them with so much respect and civility. 
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ATONEMENT. 





THE following is an extract from the Rev. JAMES 
| Sapine’s Sermon, delivered at the Decication of the 
)new Congregational Meeting House in Jssex-Street, | 
| Boston.—pp. 12—15. 
“2, Under the article of doctrine, we are called up- | 
}on to embrace An infinile Atonement for human guilt, | 
jin the obedience and sacrifice of Jesus Christ lhe Son of | 
|God. Before we speak of an infinite atonement, it 
| will be necessary to state the ground upon which that | 
| valuable atonenient stands. Sin is aninfinite evil, or it is | 
an evil involving infinite consequences. Sin is the 
transgression of the law. The law made an infinite de- 
mand upon all those who are under it: it makes this 
) demand upon Adam cur first parent and federal head. 
To meet this demand he was morally capable. The 
law required obedience, | do not say perfect obedience, 
for an imperfect obedience would be disobedience—the 
law required obedience, and al! that was necessary to 
constitute this obedience infinite in a finite egent was 
perpetuity ; had his obedience been continued it would 
have met the infinite demand of infinite autherity. Di- 
vine legislation demands nothing more than obedience 
continued to infinite duration, and it could be satistied 
with nothing less in finite agents. But man has broken 
this law, he has left off to obey and is become an offen- 
der. Sin is infinitely offensive to God, and the sinner 
must suffer infinite consequences in the punishment due 
to his transgression ; for so it must be with creatures of 
‘nite capacity, they, in order to meet infinite claims 
must eternally do, or eternally suffer Goa’s will; had 
man continued to obey, his continuance in duty would 
have been satisfying to justice, but now he is become a 
sinner, justice can only be satisfied with his eternally 
suffering the consequences of his transgression. ‘This is 
a view of the case as it stands between God and man 
as the two parties in the covenant of works, without 
any relation to the mediator-ship of Christ in the cove- 
nant of grace. But if we turn our attention to this gra- 
cious covenant, ordained in the hand of a Mediator, we 
shall see the character of that atonement which Divine 
love has provided. If the Jaw be established upon inti- 
nite authority, and its demands be such as we have seen, 
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there must be an infinite dionement for human sin: if 
man be delivered from so great a curse, it must be by | 
the mediation of an infinite agency. There must be 
provided in this scheme of grace, an obedience to the | 
law of the same value as if man had obeyed the law for | 
ever; and there must be a submission to its penalty in- 
flicted on account of man’s guilt, of such a value as to | 
be equal to all that man could have suffered to all eter- | 
nity. Let us see whether there be such a character in | 
the obedicnce and sufferings of Jesus Christ. 

** The priesthood of Jesus Christ was not only a sub- 
ject of Old Testament prediction, but the greater part 
of the Mosaic ritual was typical of this office and min- 
istry ; the New Testament writers (especially St. Paul,) 
treat distinctly on this subject. ‘* But when the fulness 
of the time was come, God sent forth his Son made of 
a woman, made under the law; to redeem them that 
were under th: law.” Christ himself repeatedly speaks 
of his appointment to obey, and to fulfil the law.— 
* Think not that am [ come to destroy the law or the 
prophets: Lam not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For 
verily [ say unto you, tili heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all 
be fulfilled.’ This law Christ obeyed so perfectly as 
fo ** magnify it and make it honourable ;°°—and * the 
Lord is well pleased for righteousness sake.” The o- 
bedience of suck a person was of more real value, and 
of higher account in the estimation of the great lawgiv- 
er, than any merely human obedience could bave been. 
lis rightecusness is spoken of in terms by no means ap- 
plicable to any human righteousness. **+ This is the ber- 
itage of the servants of the Lord—their righteousness is 
of me, saith the Lord.” David's righteous Branch, has 
this name whereby he is called, Jenova our Ricar- 
EousnrEss. Hence the apostle says of Jesus, that he is of 
God, made unto us wisdom and righieousness, sancti- 
fication and redemption. 

** His sufferings also give infinite satisfaction. He was 
an ivinaculate person, holy, harmless, undefiled; a 
Lamb, without blemish and without spot, a pure victim. 
The sufferings of a guilty person can make no atone- 
ment, but as he continues to suffer ; for while he suffers 
he remiains still a sinner; but the sufferings of a sinless 











person do make atonement, provided he suffers what 
the law righteously inflicts. The admission of the suf. 
ferings of an innocent person, by the lawgiver, is a proof 
of their value ; his acceptance is a proof of their merit. 
These ideas, taken together, amount to this. That sin 
was infinitely offensive to God; the sufferings of the 
guiliv being only submissive and negative, could make 
no atonement: Christ therefore becomes the end of the 4% 
law for righteousness, and ‘**by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” Thus his 
obedience is infinitely perfect, and his sufferings infi- 
nitely satisfactory, and the whole being, upon the plan 
of the new covenant imputable, He is wade sin for ng 
though he knew no sin and we are thereby made the righ- 
teousnes of God in him. Wence then we have not as- 
sumed too much in saying, that in the obedicnce and 
sacrifice of Christ we have an infinite alonement. This 
is the law of the house—this is most holy.” 

Tsovcn the sentiments which the preacher has ad- 
vanced, in the above extract, be consistent with what 
is stiled orthodox, we are of opmion that they are not 
sound. 

1. Let us first examine the sentiment, that * sin is 
an infinite evil.” We think the preacher refutes this, 
his own proposition, in the very statements, which he 
made, with a view to support it. He says; * All that 
was necessary to constitute this obedience infinite in a 
finite agent was perpetuity ; had his obedience been 
continued it would have met the infinite demand of in- 
finite authority.’ Now if we allow these statements, 
it is perfectly clear, that in order for the obedience of 
a finite being to be infinite, it must be soin duration, 





which is the only seuse in which the preacher allows 
the possibility of infinite obedience in a finite agent.— 
This understood, it follows of necessary consequence, 
that in order for disobedience to be imfinite, it must be 
so in duration ; for if the obedience of a finite agent can 
be infinite only in duration, then surely the disobedi- 
ence of this same finite agent can be infinite only by 
continuing endlessly. From these premises the follow- 
ing conclusion is as clear as demonstration, viz. sin is 
as near intinite, as the time of its duration is to eternity | 
If ** Adam, our first parent and federal head,” has con- 
tinued in sin, and an active sinner ever since ke ate of 
the forbidden fruit in the garden, yet his sin, and ali 
the sin he has committcd comes no nigher to infinity 
than less than six thousand years comes to eternity. 

2. The preacher states the doctrine of 6ternal pun- 
ishment for what he calls infinite sin, as follows; ‘* Sin 
is infinitely offensive to God, and the sinner must suffer 
infinite consequences in the punishment due to his 
transgression ; for so it must be with creatures of finite 
capacity, they, in order to meet infinite claims must 
either eternally do, or eternally suffer God’s will; had 
man continued to obey, his continnance in duty would 
have been satisfying to justice, but now he is become 
a sinner, justice can only be satisfied with his eternally 
suffering the consequences of his transgression.” Ilere 
the three following things are asserted: If man had al- 
ways continued to obey God, the divine law would 
have been satisGied; but man’s disobedicuce was an in- 
finite effence to God, and therefore he can be satisfied 
now with nothing but ihe endless sufferings of the of- 





fender, 

That the preacher is egregiously erroneous in two of 
these assertions is evident from reason, scripture, and 
his own statement. 

Reason says that moral justice ean never be satisfied 
with any thing, but a conformity to its holy require- 
ments, in the obedience of its subject. This preacher's 
statement above noticed does not allow that sin can be 
infinitely offensive to God, until it shall have continued 
to an endless duration! And that God was not infinite- 
ly offended with the sinner the preacher proves con- 
sistently with the scriptures, in that he says; °* But if 
we turn our attention to this gracious covenant, ordain- 
ed in the hand of a mediator, we shall see the charac- 
ter of that atonement which divine love has provided.” 
For whose benefit was this ** infinite atonement’? pro 
vided? Answer, for the benefit of the sinner. Then 








the fact is. in room of God’s being infiniiely offended 
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with the sinner, he loved the sinner infinitely, and this 
love led him to provide an infinite atonement. 

Thus says the beloved disciple ; ‘* Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
“on to be the propitiation for our sins.’ How then 
can our preaclicr’s proposition be true, that sin is infi- 


nitely offensive to God? Ifsin be infinitely offensive to 


God, then he must be infinitely offended with the sin- 
ner. But it is absurd to say that God is infinitely of- 
fonded with those whom he loves, and for whose bene- 
fit he sent his son. Where did our preacher find his 
Where did he find 


his authority for this demand of justice, that the sinner 


authority for this infinite offence ? 


should efernal’y euffer ? Certainly he did not find this 
wuthority in the scriptures. In order to prove that the 
preacher’s doctrine on this subject is in direct opposi- 


tion to divine authority, we need only adduce the words 
. : ’ . - 
four heaveniy Father to Adam in the garden. *‘ And 


unto Adam he said, because thou hast hearkened unto 
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which 
I commanded thee, saying, thon shalt not eat of it, cur- 
sed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat 
of it all the days of thy life. 
hall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb 
of the field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread, till thou return unto the ground.” What is there 
in all this of our preacher's eternal sufferings ? 

Let us here remark, that the divine declaration, a- 
bove, denies, and fully disproves the idea of the pun- 
ishinent of Adam’s sin beyond his temporal existence. 
Any penal specification, which designates particulars, 
and Jimits their duration, does, most effectually thereby 
cuard against worse and more durable inflictions. Should 
our law direct that a man should be con ned to the li- 
mits of the town in which he lives, for the space of three 
months, for some offence he had committed against the 
peace of society, and our preacher should take it into 
his head to insist that the law could never be satisfied 
unless this man be confined in a dungeon for life, he 
would not bea thousandth part so far out of the way, as 
he most evidently ison the subject under consideartion. 
As in the case here suggested, it is not likely that our 

onstituted authority would change the penslty to fa- 
vour the unmerciful disposition of him who should urge 
tlie justice of this confinement for life, so we are happy 
in our confident belief, that our heavenly Fatber regards 
his own reasenable sentence, in preference to the un- 
reassonable and unmerciful sentence of this preacher. 

** Sin is infinitely offensive to God.” We view this 
short sentence as indicating uncommon arrogance cou- 
pled with gross absurdity. Its arrogance appears in its 
cxalting a fecble mortal, an entire dependent creature 
to a consequence infinitely above bis capacity. If man 
can infinitely offend God, he can eternally disturb his 
repose! The ubsurdity of the sentence is seen in the 
supposition that Almighty God would create a being 
and preserve him in existence, in order to be infinitely 
offended by him! Now all these contradictions and 


absurdities our preacher brings forward as the founda- 


tion of what he calls **an infinite atonement.’ ‘This 
itonement we will examine in our next. 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

ACCORDING to the following, it seems that a min may 
know things, which are not within the compass of bi 
knowledge. 

in a town, which the writer of this has recently visit- 
ed, there has been of late no small stir about Universal- 
ism, and much said against it by its opposers, Among 
many other things, a deacon, who thougbt it bis duty 
to cast in his mite, said; ‘* There has been a great ma- 
ny Universalists, who, when on a death bed renounced 
the doctrine. It will do to live by, but not to die by.” 
One who Iteard him thus excloim, asked him if he ever 
knew a case of the kind, which be hed mentioned ? 
Yes, he rejoined, a great mousy. Will you tell me of 
one out of the many you have known? says the other. 
Why I dont know of any within the compass of my 
knowledge, was the reply. 

QueERY. Why should it be so often said, that Uni- 


Thorns also and thistles | 
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state two cases. Two men of an extensive family each, 
and of a numerous circle of esteemed friends and con- 
nexions are visited with their lest sickness, One be- 
| lieves in Calvin’s creed, that a part only of the human 
; family will finally be received to happiness ; the other 
believes in the testimony of the divine promise to the 
father of the faithful; ** In thee shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed” ; and in that of St. Paul, who 
says, that God ‘* will have all men to be saved.» Now 
suppose that these two men both die at the same time, 
with their families and friends round them, and in a 
lively exercise of their respective beliefs, which would 
have the most consolation in their departing moments? 
The one bids adieu to his friends, companion and chil- 
dren, with an expectation of being eternally separated 
from some of them at least; and not only this, but he 
is confident that some of them may not only be sepa- 
rated from him in the eternal world, but be endlessly 
miserable. Among this unhappy number he thinks it 
likely that his companion and some of his children may 
have their portion. The other casts his dying eyes on 
the companion of his bosom, on his children, and on his 
friend., and bids them all a short adieu, confidently be- 
lieving that he shall meet them all again, in a state of 
permanent peace, no more to be separated world with- 
out end. If we may allow our reason to have any voice 
in this case, which of these men would be likely to en- 
joy the most comfort in the hour of death? 

When we see a mother take leave of her son, who is 
bound to sea, when the soft powers of sympathy coim- 
pel us to speak comforting words of her son’s safe re- 
turn, do we not realize how much her sorrows would be 
enhanced by the assurance that she should see him no 
more on earth? But what is this compared with the 
thought of his being separated from her and from heay- 
en to all eternity. 

How anxious we are to search every paragraph of all 
the papers we can obtain, to see if we can hear of our 
friends at sea, or in foreign parts. How critically do 
we read every word which relates to the subject of our 
inquiry. No one says; as long as I am well off I need 
not give myself no concern for those abroad. But we 





have many christian professogs. that predend to believe 
that their friends and connexions wiil probably be for 
ever miserable, and yet will not hear nor read any thing 
which indicates the contrary ! 

We are all glad, and rejoice to hear that a vessel 
weathered the storm, safely got off of the rocks and ail 
hands alive and well, entered their port of destination. 
In this, Calvinists, Armenians, and Universalists, all a- 
gree and rejoice together. But when we come to hear 
the more joyful news, that ‘‘ as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive,”? while some few re- 
joice, others dispute the account, and some say, if all 
are going to heaven, | should choose not to go with such 
company! But if these bigotted souls were on a wreck 
with the profane sailors, would they say, if you are all 
likely to get safe on shore, we had rather drown, than 
‘o be saved with you? No, they are not too good to en- 
joy any temporal favour with the wieked, but are shock- 
ed at the idea of being in their company in a future 
We all rejoice together that our town is free 
from sweeping sickness, and that provisions are both 


state. 


plenty and cheap that all can have enough; but if we 
speak of the spiritual ** feast of fat things made unto 
all people,” we give offence at once. If ever so many } 
of our countrymen were in bondage in a barbarous 
country, if they were of all descriptions, religious, irre- 
ligious, pious, impious, polite, or rude, honest, or dis- 
honest, we should ail heartily join in the means of ob- 
taining their freedom, and in rejoicing wien all return 
to the land of freedom; but if we attempt to dwell on 
the divine testimony, with the least tokens of joy, that 
the ** whole creation shall be delivered from the bon- 
dage of this corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God,” we are sure to give offence. 
EEE 


Several Communications have heen received, and 








sersalisin will do to live by, but not todie by? Let us 


shall have a piace in turn. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Gardner, Mr. Abel 
Barnes to Miss Louisa Plumbeeck. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. William Bridge to Miss 
Nancy Hudson. 

By the Rey. Mr. Parkman, Mr. Josiah M. Barnett to 
Miss Lydia K. Wiswall. 

By the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr. Jason J. Jerome 
to Miss Pheebe Richardson. 





DIED, 

In this town, Jonathan Amory, Esq. aged 56.—Mre. 
Elizabeth Bailey, 101.—Mr. Joseph H. Mackay, 23.— 
Mrs. Abigail Dickerman, wife of Peter D. 36.—Mr. Al- 
fred Ayling, 18.—Mrs. Elizabeth Morgan, 48.—Mr. 
Dennis Paine 52.—Miss Lucy Merry, daughter of Mr. 
Jonathan Merry, 24.—Mr. Abel Reed, 40.— Mrs. Mary 
N. West, wife of Mr. Thomas West, 26. 


On the 6th inst. of.a consumption, Miss Exzza Win, 
daughter of Mr. Jona. Wild, aged 17 years. It very 
seldom happens that death makes so great an inroad in 
any family in so short a time as two years, as it has in 
that of Mr. Wild’s. During that small space of time 
no less than three beloved daughters, just entered on 
‘*Jife’s busy scene,” have been prematurely followed 
in succession to the silent abodes of the grave. The 
afflicted parents have, alas! too truly, experienced the 
truth of this lime of Young’s— 

‘ Thy shafts flew thrice, and thrice our peace was slain.’ 


But however heavy the dispensations of Providence 
have fallen on them, however keen their anguish, and 
great their loss, they have the invaluable consolation 
so soothing to the lacerated bosom, that their beloved 
children have so conducted during their short stay in 
this transitory life, as fully entitlgs them to the esteem 
and affectionate remembrance | who were in the 
least degree acquainted with a. ‘To highly extol 
the characters of deceased friem@B is customary. But 
why publish their virtues—their merits to the world? 
Is not the delightful remembranée of their worth too 
deeply impressed on the hearts of their parents, sister, 
brother, kindred, and friends, to be ever effaced ?— 
Strangers may sympathize and shed tears of regret, but 
it is the parents and near and dear friends alone that 
can really feel the poignancy of grief—that can duly 
appreciate the greatness of their loss. Reflection will 
hereafter draw forth painful yet pleasing recollections. 
There, will the afflicted parents say, there is the now 
vacant seat in the temple of the Most High—Here is 
the spot at our family fire-side, which Eriza once oc- 
cupied, to occupy, alas! no more! But where is she? 
Can no one tell? Yes, the voice of revelation answers 
—She is gone to her Father and our Father, to her God, 
and our God. Her ethereal spirit has winged its flight 
to the realms of everlasting happiness, where all is 
peace and love, and where sorrow and pain have no 
existence. 

‘¢ Sweet is the scene when virtue dies, 
When sinks a weary soul to rest; 

How mildly beans the closing eyes, 
Ifow gently beaves the expiring breast! 









So fades a summer’s cloud away, 
So sinks the gale when storms are o’er, 
So gently shuts the eye of day, 
So dies the wave along the shore. 
Triumphant smiles the victor brow, 
Fann’d by some angel’s purple wing ; 
O grave! where is thy victory now! 
Insidious death ! where is thy sting ? 
A holy quiet reigns around, 
A calms which nothing can destroy ; 
Novght can disturb the peace profound, 
Which the unfetter’d souls enjoy. 
Farewell, conflicting hopes and fears, 
Where light and shade eternal dwell 
Now bright th’ enchanting morn appears ; 
Farewell, inconstant world !—farewell! 
Its duty done,—as sinks the day, 
Light from the load the spirit flies ; 
While heaven and earth combine to say, 
Sweet is the scene when virtue cies.” 
{ Communicated. 











FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

The Cuito’s Scriprurnar Catecnism, by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballon, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single. 
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WHEN God created heaven and earth, 
And gave each living thing its birth ; 
The sons of light, rejoiced to see, 

The world’s commencing jubilee, 

Sang songs of bliss, in notes as hi, 

As angel thought had power to fy. 
When God’s all-gracious Son was born, 
To ope the bless’d salvation morn ; 
Unbar the prison of the grave, 

sy light and power design’d to save, 
The angels circling God on high, 
Brought down their paeans trom the sky, 
And o’er the dark Judean plain, 

Pour’d forth the sweet celestial strain. 
Glory to God, in loftiest lay ; 

Peace o’er the earth shall hold her sway, 
While heaven’s good will in cle 
Shall live in everlasting lines. 
But the great hymn that fills creation, 
Is caus’d by ev’ry man’s s: 
earth and 
Shall shout in heaven-born me! 
To see the lamb, 
Wipe ev'ry tear, remove each pain, 
Robe ev'ry one in vestments white, 
Hail ev’ry one a child of light; 

And bless them all with ceaseless joy, 
In his great Father’s swect employ. 
Behold the great white throne upri-e 
Whose lambent flame licht earth and skies ! 
Behold the flag of heaven unfurl’d! 

Behold the rainbow circted 

Behold the starry mansions shine ¢ 
Behold the streams of life divine! 
s bound 


nrest signs, 


vation. 


When man, and ange}, 


that once was slain 


wanide? : 


See mercy’s less ocean roll, 
To wash each sin polluted soul 
Then hear that lay of all creation, 
That celebrates the world 
Thus angels chanted oer the earth; 
Thus they proclaimed Messiah’s birth, 
And thus shall they, with men, delight, 
To spend a day of endless light. 
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WueEn from dread Sinai, thunders roar’d around, 
Amaz’d the sinner stood and heard the sound : 
But, when on Calv’ry’s top the christian’s eye, 
Beholds a Saviour calm the stormy sky, 
Bright Aepe succeeds to cheer his anxious heart, 
And faith and charily their balms impart. 

Thus from the pulpit, when fanatics rave, 
And dare to curse when Jesus died to save: 
Launching anathamas wit 
To frighten fools and babes with hell and death; 
Preaching the law, (the gospel quite forgot,) 

No hope of heaven to cheer the sinner’s lot ; 
The christian, confident of Jesus’ grace, 
Behold, unaw’d, the angry preacher's face : 
Bids him rail on, *till lungs or hearers fuil, 

And then renew the oft repeated tale. 

Jehovah slander’d looks indignant down, 
Mercy, the brightest jewel of bis crown— 


h every breath, 


*+ Cease railer—cease, he cries ; no more rejoice, 
To dea! damnation with unhallow’d voice: 

Go, imitate the Saviour’s milder mein, 

Who, to be lov’d, needs only to be seen. 

Pray more, preach less, and penitently own, 
That Gop has mercy, tho’ THYSELF hast none.” 
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| Dialogue between a Unirersalist and a Limitarian, 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 108. 


(Lim. in coniinualion. ) 
The paragraph beginning at the 29th of this 


{ yerse 
to apply directly to the 


| chapter ws been understood 


} 

final dissclution of the material Syste iu. ‘+ Jnomediate- 
ly after the tribulation in those days shall the sun be 
;* Se ‘ aly 
‘carkened, and the moon shal! not give her light, and 


all fall from heaven, ab 1 the j owc®rs of tl € 


And then shall appear th 


4) - ; 
j; the stars s! 


i hoae hall he chal 


= et io 
j heaven shai be shakei S121) | 





fefthe son of man heaven: Aud then shall all the 
| tri ibes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the son of 
,; man coming in the clouds of heaven with power aDe | 
'erreat glory. And he shall send his angels with a great] 
| sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
i elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to} 
lthe other.”’ I will here give the reasons which con 
i vinee me that this description was by no means designs | 
i to sigh yu ss¢ i material nature 
1. The language used in this passage is simular to the 
j feurative language used by the prophets in desert! ing | 
[the destruction of cities. See Isaiah xiii. 9, 10. ** Be-| 
lhold, the dav of the Lord cometh, crue] both with] 


land desolate; and 
For the 
ars of heaven, and the c shall not 
- the sun shall be darkened in his going 


moon shall not cause her light to 


wrath and fie rce ange r, to lay the 
shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 


tars of | onstelijations thereof, 
cive their ligh 
and the shime.’? | 


f~yd b 
POL Lal. 


day, the last judgment, and the end of the rmaterla, 


world, have been totally misapplied by such a use,— 


Not the least intimation ts there in all the 25th chapter, 
of any event, but those noticed in the 24th; only that 
in the 24th the events spoken of in the 25th are illus- 
trated by parables. 

After speaking in the strongest terms possible of the 
certain fulfilment of those creat events in that genera- 
tion, Jesus proceeds, saying ; But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man. no, not the angels of heaven, but my 
Father only. Of what day and honr did the Saviour 
here speak? Of the day and the 
events should take place, 


which he had 


hour, in which those 


of which he had spoken, and 
limited to that generation, He still Ppio- 
iH also the 


Hicre keep in mind 


ceeds: ** But as the days of Noe were, so sh: 


coming of the son of mun be.” 


that Je ming, which is the same 


sus is speaking of his c 


coming as expressed in verse 30th; ** For as in the days 


’ 


the Hk d 


ig and giving in ma 


ihey were eating and drink- 
ay that 


until the fleod 


thet were before 
rriage, until the d 


nd knew not 


ing, marryi! 


Noe ente 


red int the 


came, al k them all away; so shall also the com- 
ing of the son of man be. ‘Then shall two be in the 
field; the one shall be taken and the other left. Two 
women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be 
taken and the other lett. Watch, therefore; for ye 
know not whet hour you Lord doth come.” Observe 


the Saviour here spe aks of the same time and of the 


same event aks as if he 


was sure that 
his disciples would hve to sce these thines take 


as he fore, and +} ¢ 
place. 
warns his 


r. ws CSUS 


In the conclusion of this 24th chapt 


| Such is the language of the prophet in setting forth the | disciples against L ing § i their guard, and against apos- 
loverthrow of Babylon. In describing the judgments of | tatizing froin his faith and the christisn virtues. “ But 
|G od on the land of Idumea this prophet uses similar | and if that evil servant shall say in Lis heart my Lord 
| janguage in his 34th chapt ri And all the hosts of | delayeth his coming; and shall begin to smite his fel- 
| heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be roll-| low-servants, and to eat and a ink with the drunken; 
le d together as scroll; and al] their hosts shall fall | the Lord of that servant sholl come in a day when I 
| down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a fall- looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware 
ing tgtrom the fig-tree.’"’ Lzekiel speaks of the de- of, and shall cut him asunder, and ap; thim his por 
| struction of Egypt as follows, see chap. xxxii; ** And) tion w ith the hypocrite; there shall be weeping end 
lwhen I shall put th ut, | will cover the heaven, and| gnashing of teeth.’ Here it f ( ent that tl 
| make the stars thereof dark ; I will cover the sun with | Saviour al'uded io the speech which he lad just delhiv- 
{a cloud, and the moon #hail not give her light. All the} ered to the Jews, in the temple, in | caring of lis disci 
| brizh rit lights of heaven will | make dark over thee, and| ples; in which he called the ibes, and pharisees hy- 
set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord God.” pocrites, on whom the judgments of which he spake 
In the whole of this account it is worthy of notice, | were aboutto fall. He gives his disciples warning, that 
that the Saviour spake to his disciples in manner and] if any, Wio professed his name, should apostatize, or 
language acti as if he was sure that they would live | | ractise wickedness: they would have their Jot cast W ith 


to sce those things all fuliilled. 

The Saviour himself seemed to take all the pre- 
; caution necessary to confine the fulfilment of these e- 
‘vents to the generation in which he lived. The next 
words to the paragraph above quoted are the following ; 
** Now learn a parable of the fig-tree; when his branch! 
is yet tender and putteth forth leaves, ye know that 
shall see all 


| these things, know that itis near, even at t! 





summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye 
e doors. 
I! not P iss 
arth s 

hall not pass away.” \ aa 
reasons under due consideration, it would sce 


Verily, I say unto vou, this generation sha 
till all these things be fulfilled. 
| pass away, but my word s 
these 





Hleaven and e 





no small perversion 40 apply the passage under cons 
ation to any thing now 


ata 
future, © 
generatien in which Jesus lived. 


er subs sequent to that 


Having carefully examined the reading thus fur, and 
finding it put beyond all dispuie, that the time of the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the di spersion of the Jews 


| 
| xx 
, 
be 


was the time to which our Saviour alluded, and these 
events the subjects of his prophecy, I then examined 
with all possible care to ascertain, whe 
of which we read in the remainder of 
in the 25th was referred 


ther any event, 
this chapter, 
to a later period of time than 
the generation to which Jesus confined those events 
which have already been noticed. I can nardly express | 
my surprise on finding that the whole of what we read | 
in these chapters is necessarily ceferable to the sanu 
time. So that these passages which have becn se much 


used to represent what our diviues have called the last 








| > mamaria 9 
holy alge is, 


the hypocritical Jews, w! destruction he was then 
pointing ont. 

The 25th 
to the 


that generation. ‘** Then 


chapter es wilh evident reference 


time w!} ich had 


commen: 
before been restricted to 
ill the 


ten Virgins, WC. 


same 
kingdom of heaven 

Wi Answer 
eaking should 


be ike ned unt en ? 


when those events of which he had been sy 


take place. The parables which here follow were evi- 


dently spoken to illustrate various particulars, which 
had been concisely stated. See verse 31; ** When the 
on of man shall come in his el ry, and al] the holy an- 
gels with lim, then shail he sit upon the throne of his 


glor ry > It is ve ry ¢ vident that the S our here spake 


of i¢ thing of which mention is made in chaptet 
xxiv. 90,31. Observe the similarity ; **And they shall 
: ihe > sop of man coming im the clouds of heaven with 


ower ana great 


i** Wh 


dently allndi 


in the other chapter— 
come in his glory,’ evi- 
** And he shall scead 
* With his 


glory.”? So 
athe son of man shal! 
jug to the same 
&c. 
&c. 


time. 


his angels,’ So in the other place; 
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